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earned tax money spent, are not used 
for this purpose. Tell me it is not true. 
Unfortunately, it is true. So today I 
am adding two more examples of some-
thing where people say: How can this 
be possible? The total ends up at about 
another $1.5 million. 

One of the studies funded by grants 
from the National Science Foundation 
totaled $1.3 million. The researcher’s 
application stated they would use the 
grant funds to examine a variety of 
factors, one of which was, how does hu-
midity affect the heat that we feel? So, 
you know, if you go to Florida and it is 
90 degrees, you have to shower three 
times a day. You are sweating, and it 
feels like it is 110, but the temperature 
says 90. If you go to Arizona and it is 
90 degrees, you don’t have to take a 
shower at all because you can go out 
and take a run, and it is so dry, you 
don’t feel that heat you would feel in 
Florida. 

I have the same situation in Indiana. 
Northern Indiana is up near the Great 
Lakes. It is much cooler and has lower 
humidity than Southern Indiana, 
which lies down along the Ohio River. 
So it can be the same temperature 
down in southern Indiana as northern 
Indiana, but people really feel that it is 
different. 

I think we all know this. We have all 
experienced this through summers, 
through dry days and through humid 
days. But, no, the National Science 
Foundation said: We need a study. 
Let’s give a grant for someone who has 
made an application—$1.3 million—to 
see if we can prove that humidity 
makes it feel as though it is a lot hot-
ter. 

So that is what they did. Folks, I 
can’t make this up. This is true. In 
their initial study, they took beer cans 
and koozies. Do you know what koozies 
are? Koozies are those things that you 
wrap around a cold bottle of Coca Cola 
or a cold bottle of beer or a can of this 
or that in order to keep it cold. They 
put these beer cans in koozies to see if 
that would be successful in moderating 
the humidity or what it would do to it. 

The researcher’s initial round of test-
ing was done in a basement bathroom, 
where researchers adjusted the tem-
perature and humidity by turning on a 
hot-water shower and a space heater. 

Now, you think, OK, NSF gave us $1.3 
million to try to put a study together. 
You would think they would go to 
some kind of lab and get sophisticated 
equipment and so forth. Instead, they 
went down into the basement bath-
room, shut the door, and turned on the 
shower, hot water. That wasn’t enough, 
so they put a space heater in there to 
heat it up. Guess what. The koozies 
worked. 

Well, when you go buy a product this 
winter at Christmastime, everybody is 
going to go out and buy stuff. Compa-
nies will test something that they 
want to sell, that they think is going 
to be bought by the American people. 
They are successful. Do we have to pro-
vide a government grant to help deter-

mine whether this works? Can’t we just 
go to the company and say: Hey, you 
developed this. What were your stud-
ies? What did you learn? 

Anyway, that was $1.3 million. I 
think we have a photo. Here it is. Here, 
essentially, is what $1.3 million bought. 
They got a little something to measure 
with, and they put a can over this—- 
looks like Gatorade or some kind of 
Powerade or whatever. I suppose the 
money went to buy some of this equip-
ment here to test that. But does the 
taxpayer have to do this? Is $1.38 mil-
lion of money taken from taxpayers’ 
paychecks—is that what it is used for? 
Well, I guess this is great news for bev-
erage drinkers, but it is mind-boggling 
that we spend that kind of money. 

The second thing I would highlight 
here is another study, this one by 
DARPA. DARPA is the Federal Defense 
Advanced Research Projects Agency. 
For over 50 years—and I admire this 
Agency—it has done a lot of good 
things. This little-known Agency 
states that it is held to a singular and 
enduring mission that is on their lit-
erature: to make pivotal investments 
in breakthrough technologies for na-
tional security purposes. That is a 
needed, essential use of Federal dol-
lars, to make sure that our warfighters 
have the kind of equipment and have 
the kind of research backing up what 
they are doing. So that is a legitimate 
expenditure. But why did DARPA de-
cide that understanding why coffee 
sometimes spills when you are walking 
is a matter of national security? Now, 
maybe if the coffee is hot and it gets on 
the soldier’s hands or whatever—the 
Presiding Officer has had military ex-
perience. I am not sure that, as some-
one in command, you would authorize 
a study to see that if you were moving 
when you had a cup of coffee in your 
hand, you were more likely to spill the 
coffee than if you were standing still. 
Trust me, folks—that is what this 
study was all about. Here was the con-
clusion of the study: To prevent a spill, 
you need to pay attention to your cof-
fee while you are walking because the 
movement might result in a spill. 

Now, a confession here. On my way to 
work—I drive in from Virginia. I have 
to go by a bakery shop on Lee High-
way. I slip in there every morning—it 
has now become a habit; I have gotten 
to know the people—for a donut and a 
cup of coffee. But I don’t want to waste 
time trying to get to work, so I jump 
into the car and eat the donut and 
drink the coffee while I am trying to 
deal with traffic in Washington and get 
over the bridges and get to work. I 
have noticed over time that if I have to 
put the brakes on a little hard or start 
a little fast or make a quick turn, my 
coffee spills out of the cup. So all they 
would have had to do was to buy my 
coffee, and I could have proved to them 
that movement would require liquid to 
move also, and if they are worried 
about coffee spilling out of the cup, I 
could have proved that, and all they 
had to do was buy me a donut and a 
cup of coffee. 

Where does all of this come down? 
Where this all comes down is the fact 
that we are nearly $20 trillion in debt. 
We cannot balance our budget. We 
spend more every year than we take in. 
We have to go out and borrow that 
money, on which we then have to pay 
interest. By the way, interest rates are 
going up. When we are in this kind of 
a fiscal situation, can we not at least, 
as a body, stop this waste, fraud, and 
abuse and these stupid expenditures 
and ridiculous expenditures of taxpayer 
money? 

This here is just a drop in the bucket. 
We have much bigger things to do to 
save taxpayers’ dollars. But at the very 
least, could we not address the waste, 
abuse, and fraud that is taking place? I 
have offered legislation on a number of 
ways to do that. 

I know the majority leader is moving 
to the floor here and I need to wrap up, 
so I will. At the end of 54 times down 
here on the Senate floor, we have a 
total of $351,587,239,536 of documented, 
certified waste, fraud, and abuse. We 
wonder why the American people are 
fed up with the status quo of what is 
happening here in Washington. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-

jority leader. 
f 

TSUNAMI WARNING, EDUCATION, 
AND RESEARCH ACT OF 2015 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
I ask the Chair to lay before the body 
the message to accompany H.R. 34. 

The Presiding Officer laid before the 
Senate the following message from the 
House of Representatives: 

Resolved, That the House agree to the 
amendment of the Senate to the bill (H.R. 34) 
entitled ‘‘An Act to authorize and strength-
en the tsunami detection, forecast, warning, 
research, and mitigation program of the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, and for other purposes’’, with an 
amendment. 

MOTION TO CONCUR 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
I move to concur in the House amend-
ment to the Senate amendment to H.R. 
34. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
I send a cloture motion to the desk on 
the motion to concur. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the mo-
tion to concur in the House amendment to 
the Senate amendment to H.R. 34, an act to 
authorize and strengthen the tsunami detec-
tion, forecast, warning, research, and mitiga-
tion program of the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, and for other 
purposes. 

Mitch McConnell, Johnny Isakson, Bob 
Corker, Richard Burr, Pat Roberts, 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:57 Dec 02, 2016 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00017 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G01DE6.023 S01DEPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

4S
P

T
V

N
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 S

E
N

A
T

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES6646 December 1, 2016 
Roy Blunt, Thom Tillis, Lindsey Gra-
ham, Lamar Alexander, John Cornyn, 
Chuck Grassley, Michael B. Enzi, John 
Barrasso, Shelley Moore Capito, John 
McCain, Bill Cassidy. 

MOTION TO CONCUR WITH AMENDMENT NO. 5117 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 

I move to concur in the House amend-
ment to the Senate amendment to H.R. 
34, with a further amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
The Senator from Kentucky [Mr. MCCON-

NELL] moves to concur in the House amend-
ment to the Senate amendment to H.R. 34 
with an amendment numbered 5117. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
I ask unanimous consent that the read-
ing of the amendment be dispensed 
with. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment is as follows: 
At the end add the following: 
‘‘This Act shall take effect 1 day after the 

date of enactment.’’ 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
I ask for the yeas and nays on the mo-
tion to concur with the amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
AMENDMENT NO. 5118 TO AMENDMENT NO. 5117 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 

I have a second-degree amendment at 
the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
The Senator from Kentucky [Mr. MCCON-

NELL] proposes an amendment numbered 5118 
to amendment No. 5117. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask unanimous 
consent that the reading of the amend-
ment be dispensed with. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment is as follows: 
Strike ‘‘1 day’’ and insert ‘‘2 days’’. 
MOTION TO REFER WITH AMENDMENT NO. 5119 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 

I move to refer the House message on 
H.R. 34 to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions with 
instructions to report back forthwith 
an amendment numbered 5119. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
The Senator from Kentucky [Mr. MCCON-

NELL] moves to refer the House message on 
H.R. 34 to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions with instruc-
tions to report back forthwith with an 
amendment numbered 5119. 

The amendment is as follows: 
At the end add the following: 
‘‘This Act shall take effect 3 days after the 

date of enactment.’’ 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
I ask for the yeas and nays on my mo-
tion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
AMENDMENT NO. 5120 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
I have an amendment to the instruc-
tions at the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
The Senator from Kentucky [Mr. MCCON-

NELL] proposes an amendment numbered 5120 
to the instructions of the motion to refer 
H.R. 34. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask unanimous 
consent that the reading of the amend-
ment be dispensed with. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment is as follows: 
Strike ‘‘3 days’’ and insert ‘‘4 days’’. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 

I ask for the yeas and nays on my 
amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
AMENDMENT NO. 5121 TO AMENDMENT NO. 5120 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 

I have a second-degree amendment at 
the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
The Senator from Kentucky [Mr. MCCON-

NELL] proposes an amendment numbered 5121 
to amendment No. 5120. 

The amendment is as follows: 
Strike ‘‘4’’ and insert ‘‘5’’. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
I ask unanimous consent that notwith-
standing rule XXII, the cloture vote on 
the motion to concur occur at 5:30 p.m. 
on Monday, December 5. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning 
business is closed. 

f 

IRAN SANCTIONS EXTENSION ACT 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to the consideration of H.R. 6297, 
which the clerk will report. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 6297) to reauthorize the Iran 

Sanctions Act of 1996. 

The bill was ordered to a third read-
ing and was read the third time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill 
having been read the third time, the 
question is, Shall the bill pass? 

Mr. ISAKSON. Madam President, I 
ask for the yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from Vermont (Mr. SANDERS) 
is necessarily absent. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
HOEVEN). Are there any other Senators 
in the Chamber desiring to vote? 

The result was announced—yeas 99, 
nays 0, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 155 Leg.] 
YEAS—99 

Alexander 
Ayotte 
Baldwin 
Barrasso 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Blunt 
Booker 
Boozman 
Boxer 
Brown 
Burr 
Cantwell 
Capito 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Cassidy 
Coats 
Cochran 
Collins 
Coons 
Corker 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Donnelly 
Durbin 
Enzi 
Ernst 
Feinstein 

Fischer 
Flake 
Franken 
Gardner 
Gillibrand 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hatch 
Heinrich 
Heitkamp 
Heller 
Hirono 
Hoeven 
Inhofe 
Isakson 
Johnson 
Kaine 
King 
Kirk 
Klobuchar 
Lankford 
Leahy 
Lee 
Manchin 
Markey 
McCain 
McCaskill 
McConnell 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Mikulski 
Moran 
Murkowski 

Murphy 
Murray 
Nelson 
Paul 
Perdue 
Peters 
Portman 
Reed 
Reid 
Risch 
Roberts 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sasse 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Scott 
Sessions 
Shaheen 
Shelby 
Stabenow 
Sullivan 
Tester 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Udall 
Vitter 
Warner 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—1 

Sanders 

The bill (H.R. 6297) was passed. 
f 

TSUNAMI WARNING, EDUCATION, 
AND RESEARCH ACT OF 2015— 
Continued 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Georgia. 

FILLING THE SUPREME COURT VACANCY 
Mr. PERDUE. Mr. President, I rise to 

discuss the vacancy of the U.S. Su-
preme Court. 

We have been on this issue and what 
needs to happen next year when our 
next President is sworn in. For months 
this year, I and other Members of this 
body held our ground in saying that 
the American people deserve a voice in 
this process. We talked about how the 
integrity of the advice and consent 
process, clearly outlined in article II, 
section 2 of the U.S. Constitution, was 
at stake. We outlined years of prece-
dent against nominating and con-
firming a Supreme Court Justice dur-
ing a Presidential election cycle. 

The last time a vacancy arose and a 
nominee was confirmed in a Presi-
dential election year was 1932, and 1888 
was the last Presidential election year 
in which a Justice was nominated and 
confirmed by a divided government. 
Confirming a nominee to the U.S. Su-
preme Court should never be distorted 
by political theater of a Presidential 
election cycle. This is a bipartisan po-
sition. Both parties have said at dif-
ferent times in the past decade or so 
what I and many colleagues on this 
floor have said just this year. 

Since day one, I have consistently 
said that no Supreme Court nominee 
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